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Every 
Toy Jaguar 
Has Its Place 

With a dazzling palette of beaded tapestries. 

b1inged-out boats , and distinctive 

reliefs of Queen Elizabeth 11, Hew Locke 

oommen1s on 1he relationship 
between England and its former oolonies 

BY El.lll:AB'ETJ!' fVLI.EIITON 

B r,,ty re<ognl1.;ible und~r a 'il"l'lhlng m of 
pldshc 111.lrd , 1n ~~ bl.Kk b~ads, nd tl6 
i!SSdult nflt.-s, Qu ~n Elu.abe Lh II M.m.'li Out 
unnervingly from her 2004 portr:ail Blad 

Queen by lhe Guyarn!'5e British artist Hew Locke. At 
!he lime wt11:n Lock~ was making lhe-\1ork. ·1h lhl.' 
l q War m full s11. Ing. terrorists 1,'rrf' bombing tom-
mu!l'I' tral1'6 in Madrid Th(' pg renL-cl the p.ir.i-

noid mood of 1i1l' mornl.'nt "It'll d portr.111 of Iii<' 
monarch in a state of fear.· Locke, 54, explains ITT his 
slow Guyanese lilt over tea in his studio. siluated be 
ne;ilh a railway arm in Bn,ctoll, a di,-er..e neighbor
hood of South !.ondon 

to th, n ,id I t, II th I~ h, Ir , nd bu hy 
5idcburm, Locke I best known [or Ills dislulClh· • C -
ni,•alL-squ~ relil'rs portrd~'U1J! the queen m tht, ront~xt 
ol Britain's ,.-iol1ml oolonial past. In a sense these 
\I Mks are portraits of tile nation. Locke h.is an am
bivalent fi•l~ti nsh1p "ilh Uw llnhsh monarth~ •. O\\li.ng 
1 Iv lo ht upb ng1ng. fi:rst In Scod: nd 3nd lh(>n ,n 

lilt- fo nL•r l:lnh,lt C10i1mr or Guy 0,1 th~ Cilnblk.· 
crust oS South AmL·n.cd Brilish 1111~·,·w11110n in th,, Lin)' 
n.1110n datt-s bad 10 1hl, 161h t ·ntury and che Elil'.a 
bethan C10urtier Sir Waller RaleiRh's pursuit of El Do• 
rado. lhe rabled cir, • of gold Lod:.e refermtes hislOT) 
Lil ., N'llpf por1 rail or Iha I 1 Ill~ dPPKllrtg l!ll." q11of'l'n ,n 

Cultural milcmas~r- HMV' Locke 1 

Eli.ocrb<·th fu/lt•r10f1 o ~ ln~.'lrmc · 1mlt'r bas<.'d in l.oodcln 
Shr:-lS ~'OJ"hng on a ht5/o,y o( lililart la oc published by 
Thames S.· Hudson 
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2004, t. festooned with 
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gold. arr,1v .fl In glemnnR jewels and outlhrust swonls. 
As Loc~C'l'\'!Tlembl>f's.lhe nuns. at his. ,'\ngltCi n 

school inGuy~n..'! pro~'t'dhim for drawing a rnus
liche and beardon th~pict11reof die queen princed 
onhis notebooks when shew ,tiU h~d or~.ate. 
"Hrr I lrMf:1!'$ do make me fod ph._ ie-.1UyLil. he 
says.."but I'm drawn to lhat unpleasantness, Jnd it's 
001 a hdlingorth, t J)("l'Wnr1·~a touchstone I com<' 
b,aclt to from time to t,me; he r>dds 

His ba~d and a passion for h ory inform 
Lode'$ worl.. which. mw di., pa,,t30 'c h~ ex-
plattd llll'mes of roloniillisrn,gl □baliic.!IIIOll. Jnd pow r 
stru.cturt5 II ~'ll(Dmp .,,.; mom-size cardooard imt.11-
latiom.o□ ILagl'd photog phs. bl>adl<lpeSt~ drav,1ngs, 
and mixed medJasculpture ~ncl 1s replete v.ilh layer.. 
of l't'.fe«>nces that traverse Cllnlln ·n~ ;mdfflltl.lliesc In 
di.I.rtml!11aturesmeet Con!!Dlese foli!.h figures f!M'et 
TudorpoMil. "By ;t5SefllblinRSOliJJU.'Sf r0tll vilS'lly dif
ferent tillll-s .;mdpl , Lockelays bareth vul)' te 
pc,.1er is vulm.:rabl~to the p: s.-.geoflime and the in
t"11abilityofdl.'Cily,-Kobe 1 r.prof=• 0£his 
IOI)'of .,rtandAfricm Am•JlCilll ,mdie-s at Y le 
Ul'II~ t)I WJ01P In hi.s20l l bookS!rorigt•rlll ~-

Lock -~p~"SS hBl been dl!Scriboo b)' drt h1s1orrnn 
Sarai M~ha.r.rJas ,1 ·mental i\ ouiinex; or food 

prore;sor, Into ~michexp1.'fitnres;ire toswd.m1:lled 
.rround.JndIJ;1nsformedinto chi1111.'lical crwlion-~Bui 
any .ippe.irance ofhapha:iamness bel11.-s th~ metJruloo.~ 
V.a)' in whichth workISproducecl; every I□)' jdJ!UJI 
and every beadhas L pl.,ct ;.\5m-works.Lodi:! bstL'IB 

to audio bool\s.rangingfromUmbt..-rtoEro',;TIii' amt! 
ofIJK•JIOSPto Shertod Holmt-s ral . "Th,t's \\•hat 
dm1..,,thr wotk." he says. -1can't survi,· 1 thoul !his. 
bas.icall)•.-Occ.HtOn,11 he~ltemates th audioboob 
with music. "5fk'6all>•sound I radkscomposed b~• lenruo 
Mom(X)ne.famed for hi, ,p,,gh(>lth, estem smres "If 
l'm s~ing. I'm am.i)e; illllJZl...:lhow onio:ine 
rome, onandshapes1hing5,"he says. "AndI feel. 'Ah. 
□ k"}; don't nlC. lhis ~y is there:· 

Locke has h.lclsolo nst.allations in Lnndonal t · 
Bri1aln.the Jnstitult! of Contemporary Ans.. and th~ 
V ton,1 and Albert Museum, ~ ••t ll i1Sshows al 
sm ll~rg, lk>rie-sin Europe, Ch.,n.i,,1nd I'll~ United 
Stall"'.>.L ler this year he is.n.a,•inga~lo e,:hlblllon 
al th~ I mp,.,n:il W~r Museum in London. 1 tch ,._,m 
coincidewith a ntw rommis$lonro<r1he form,r w.u-
ship HMS Belfast. o1ndthere,,,ill be a show in No· 
\·ember or nev. work at London's Hal~ Galle'}', 
which rep nts Lock . in Octobt,r, he·u par1icipa1e 
in Pro,~cl 3 N""' Orleans. 
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l..ock.e'5elaborilf works h~w. t lUlll.'S.be ·n rt e
tNI to Lhe category or folk or naive <1I1, yet they 
I.heproduct or a solidly lrained arti,;t. "ho L"i!Tl'l.t'd 

1B...\ in fine rt rrom fiahnouLhSchool of An and 
n (now hlmcu1h Unn-crs11y) and an M.A. in 

irolptuie from the Royal College, of Art in l.ondon 
work ~lls forSIG.000 lo S385,000 .indIS rol-

ltd bvth Tate. the Bn11sh \use11J.m,the Brooklyn 
\ 1useurn. and 1he Perez An MllS('tlm iami., among 
her in~titutions 

For ils relaunch last Oecemb!'r, !he Wrei Art Mu-
'iei,\111M m ([onnerly M I Att u..,um) 
bought and 111Slalleda version ar !roe's monu• 

111ent.1l2011 work fur Tho5e in Pml on the 5e'Q FN
t,,mr,ga motley arm , of 79 flgi111g boob,,Chi □ •">L' 
jun . Ar.J.bdhaws.colonial-er., clipper.;. il.l1d pirate 
tan.ers s~!!d o,·er the fo)' r. !he 11 ork.ilppe.11'5 

~ 

llo.ltaOOII(',iisitol"S.a....-itlngth~kmp ,onth~t 
•an, ubmtrgL-dumliet-"'•alef. • Miamiis a cily ot 
rants so ifs about gelling de~IE'• going "'Ith poo-

~ v.ho\-e, rri\'Cdby boat,· Lockie53} s. "The lanler 
ttforr\ng lO pirales in Somalia; theie are refermtl!'S 

to the 2011 Japanese lsunami 11'5 ilboUI evel)'bod)' ln 
ocei!II.• he :Kid •anc1oner you're out th tl'., 

!'or n.11111trr P<tl'fJ,:m1h Se-. 2D11, ■ n rm■da 

Df modOItl'O~I$..,illll)eftdod ttorn 111 
c.11 ng a1 1h41NHll: Art M'11541UfflM am~ 

you'N' a\ th IMP of the s.e , 
Tob11bOs1rdlldcr.chi~f curator ~t 1hePerez.was in 

strumenul in selecting the piece. ft was, inspired bv 
votive boats th.ill had beffl given bys.iiJois to Por
t~LIL'Sl:'churdlL·~-·11 rcilll)·blew us away.There are 
so many different entry pointsto it." !;lrYS OstrandPr, 
Th~ ~, ork's rultural relevance to M I •,1 .lS amajor 
drJ , a. ,..a,,Lod,,'s r~pu tation as a respected voice 
an issues ar black Caribbean identily. "Hl' ~~s quite a 
roll<JMing."the curator notes.. "He's be n at the p.,
npht.>r)•or lhc Londonart worldal times. but healso 
has strong visibility in other circles-his reamii; be
yond London.· 

Bootso«upy a lonpt.i.nding pl.Jc~ in Loc1e'sper• 
sonal KOnCJWi!phy llom in 1959 to a Eliritim mother. 
wlto ,,,1s white. ill'ld Gu~•a.n,·~ralh~r-ltoth or 
them artists-Loeb! Ii,·~ in Srotl.aml unlil 1966. 
when lihe family ma,ed by boat ta Ciuyan.1(lhl' ,iaml' 
Guyan., deri,e-s rrom illl mdlgenOlbAmenndL n wold 
me.intll.8 "land of many walers"J. Tlie aJtisl's ties 10 
boats fedinto his work Hemmed/11Two (2000)-a 

ARl'n!! I Anll.L 20g 69• 
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rambling.ornate. domed Cdrdboord creation. par1 
Mugha.l pal ce. p rt houwboat. and part toll~pslng 
hornell!'ss sh lter th.il m.ar~ Locl<e"sfirst big lin,ak. 

Global lr.>d routes.. lh!! fairground, I.hecimis. and 
Kurt Schw11ten·~ colt.lg~ • lerz· roMLructlcms aN" all 
elements th.at pervade the, I:. \\•nich was acquired 
b>•the-American collectors EM n ilnd ~er Norton m 
2000. "Yooc.m'tundPreslirnate how big a deal ll'lal 
was; the artisl 5.l}'S. "Ewrylhlng that's bappcn~-d 10 
meLl'ltne14 } rs sincl!' is because of l I Every 
artist net.ad!. his defining moment." 

Shown in JOO()al the V A. till' inlnnsically lr.in
SW'Rtfrngjle piece was "a brilliant re-s.J)OOSI'lo an in 
crediblyimposingspace." art historian l'l;\arrus 
Verh"llffl says . ·VNy ort ~mrk lh n, In very BDCJc1 re 
15this eleme11l at obsession. You g ·l lhe fet-ling I his 
had to bi!made-Ille sen5e lhal these lhing~ hold 
Ct'l'lain urgeocy. and lha.icame fl'Qfl'Ithis kind of rom
puls1veeng.lgffll nt with certaitl hi.star)•." Verhagen 
adds. refi.-rting to lhe ~rtist'!;complex ~dalio ll•p~ 
h•ith both Britain and Guy 

Lock(>dl'SCribes how he h_ad be ·n feeling "hemmed 
in" at 1he lime b h ·ing his woikcalegorhl'd s 

'jlij I\PRJL 20M AR -

·exotic; and he began covering everything. Includ
ing this piece. with ·expon" ~[gm Out of HemrlK'd 
in T!\'Og,ew ConlooordPaloc,, (2002), a SlnJ('IUre 
tilled ,,,ith alco,•ts nd nook5.and inlaid w1Lh por
tralls of royal!)· a.ml hL• khc molifs a,s. well as si 
sucn .is "Fragll~." relmting IO the mc'Cl1um'suse as 
shipping ronl iner Althoi.igh very difr rent m p
pearance, Locke's t.;in::lboard worh share many of 
lht lhellM.'S~nd the visual exub.!r. ntl! of his multi• 
colored wall hangnigs ;ind his reliefs of ooa1i1 of 
rms.hi~ ,ollaged phl01ographs orhi~toricalstatues. 

and Ills. l.;i 1.sMy embellished !,CUJptures. ·rm ob• 
$ESSedwith the Baroque; il"s an ongoing foi.clnatton 
ol 1nine; the artist Sd)'S . 

n response to tl'leLondon art W!llf!'s newfound t It 
for ~licij ilfler yea~ of favo ng the in yoor•fatt 
gnmn ·ss of much Blitart, l..llcire,in 20Cfl.cm1ed hi.s 

own fate mythology m B 51-lies of pootogr~phs Ulled 
"HowDoYou Wanl t ?" lnfluen,ed byjihadist 
vidi!OS."SWlllllfr portl!ilits b)• Van Dyck."Mrican stu· 
rliopD11r.i.iis,.ind the lm .lllmaican gang5ter movie 
1111'Harder They Cornr, lh wo present ima,lllnarv 

I
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The photD Se,penl ,of tl\e NII (SeJ (), 2007, IS an dQ)I bland Of Hi111du, Catihollc,and Mexle1l'I D y o1tl'!J·I d' leo!!otflJ!mY. 
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L.oe;kn ,im.tallatlon 1'11•Nam<t/.,,.,., 2Qi10,made of ,cx,rd, plast ic beads, a ncl ,g,aflMa.pa, 
I s In~ t~ n mrtl\lo art 011110p I, outsldo of Ume and aquMKe. 

tyranls toling we.tpom 1,110 are at1DOslinvmble 
under the ill•J!Ollen wealth and Aowerscloaking them 
tap to I~. "It's about 1ri.1k1ng,;0rnething koowingly 
exoti to Illeconsume<!- playingwill1.i whole bunch 
or sterootwes,• says Locl\e."ll's m~king a cl.arkbo
geyma.n for our 1Imes11ho'sR(ling to rome and eat 
)'our babi5,• Despiteronsldc-rabilernmmeraal suc
cess. 1he ani~t ha~ ilf'en on lhe wrongslde of the 
tl'l!nds for the big institutions, being considered l'ilhff" 
too foreign or too homcgroM1,,which both frustr.itl!S 
and amu,;es him "Evt>l'}'bod·s huntingfor the latest 
llung. bul "'hal irthe latesl exotic, cool 1hing is 
around lhc comc-r?Give me .i solo !>hew.•al Tate Mod• 
em. ~nd I'll bloo.,VQursocks off! ln 01 her words; he 
asks.."how do )'OU want m ?" 

l.ockiC"US4.-dto n."!itst b1ogr.iphic-alreadings of his 
wotio:;thesedllll . howe ·er, he ("lllbraces ~ ~™lMI 
1nlluenc~ that shape it He U,1reshi~ intert'Sl in pomp 
and regaba lO bo)<hoodmemories of kilted bagpipe 
bands marchingthrough Eduiburgh tl!ld credits !uslo,·c 
of rnlDI"and kal~idoscopice,ttessto the lropic.alvi
br.inte dndcullur,11d.-wsily or Gu)sma • ..,.,hefeChris• 
lian, Hinch.I. and Muslim bt1,oal,s wtddy Ct!l~bralt!d. 
Lockei5 marrif/d to.Indra J<hann, . ~n .inl:.t nd cura
tOlr he lllt! t m th early 19\X)s 11,hen both had studios 
In a sq me r's btnldUlg. Jiang wilil lh Bnl ish ,ger
ian afti51 Yinka Shonibnr ~• 11,avof hobbies,Locke 
e.njoys visitinR slale1y homes. 1ra,·eling.and colloc'lif1S 
• 1c1nl thin~: such obsolete shai:e cer1ihca1..s, 

n APRIL 2014 ARTn~ws 

which ha,·e fea.turedm s.ever.il worl:s.. mcludmR Ga,1J 

Srandai'd The piece rnns ted or cnlargro ctt11fka.t~ 
pastedt•rnpor.irily .i~ ii buildingfacade for the 
2012 Dep1ford X arts festwal in South London, 

0 ver the pa t year.l.oc t" has brandied oul into 
new !ru!diums in l\'r/Oprojects. U,e firsl, a 
bmnu sculpture or a blackmoon goddess ex 

plooing instars. liUed Sel'C'nt' (2013). was comirus
sioneclfor I he r~cade of a hotel in toiulori'sSoho 
district. Th<! nd. tummy, Litt~ Sokli'~r.d p,ct re 
ii glass voodoo doll, was shownal LilleGlilSSI,s~ 

~p exhibition "White Ught/WMe lkat· al lhe 
2013 Venice B,ennak andsubsequently at lhe Walli!CJ! 
Collectionin London 

~<;pill' Ille Vilrit'ly of maleriJls he employ . l.ockt 
1eAan:f!iall of his art as interronnected "like D \." 
he explillM, "it loops and L \ ists IDOUnd- He s.!)'S h,s 
aim is simpl;• to create h.auntmgly vivid works,He 
mars·els al Ti11an·sJ!raphic 1558 painling TheMIVt>rT 
dom of 51 ltrWl'l.'flre and V IJzq11ez', 1650 Po.-rrm of 
Popelm!OCo?fllX. v.hkh ht' rindsso lifellltehe ex
daims: "God, )'OU bas1.an:I.you'd ill me w'ithout 
blmklllg!"Lack St.'1.-s1hepower of his cw.•nrel1els as 
being in th.e figure's eyes, h'nlch 1W' dds ngh t at I.hr 
end or a II ork. ·50 when I pol eyes on the queen. ii's 
for you lo tome .md lh,n God. lhal has a 1'1!,1l1t~10 
u; he s.ays.1ha ·s what I'm trying to do lo ffllkt 
something tlrtat ge,-sund r people's skin.· ■ 
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The brn n,ze scu'lplure s.,.,.,,..,, 201a, whl'chupdates a ,Greak goddass In the fl UHt ot a 

bladt woman, Is lnfomu,d by the Baroq ue,, Ari ouveau , lliclorla11 fahy till~ a~d more . 
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