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H A L E s 

FFll\~I( 0 VLl~G 

T:1~posslbiUtks or palnr nre D£\'cr-cndlng; }rant 
Bowlin~ rolls me a.s v,c rn,a:rLbC'~ndofourcon\-cr 
satlon at h.ishonJc i□ l'lmHoo, C"C'rrtralLo ado~ 'Tw 

l'ustoom~ back from the Narlo[Ull Gallr[)' and wlnkwaitiQJI. 
for ,,ou I w,1s rbinbaP. of S(lmeof UK·s1.1rfacesJ saw I h<"«" 
th.it I YraJJl to cu,t:-~alookat in m~•own" rk. Jfs wnsl<lntl~ 
li.ke that.' Now 1, llow[i!lj!h~$ for 60 ~-ear~b~r• '·h~kn;,~• 
ing the lbnits of patnt, aoo lk"IB 1:1!'1 mm~ Qrl1i~1ksirr to 
'M.akcilloo~ new. ma}:~ ii □ cw·. Th~ ,..,,,11~ofB(JW{i ,·~ 11:,,r, 
,.,·Jiidl he ffiareh wi1 h lti~ l'fif'o,Jb,·Jr.d Sc,:,I' • ii I c-,.:1 il~ i, rr, l, 
ill{" <'OV1!Jtdin his Sj~ni\1 u~ <'.'Jb~lr'rtl;:11-.;hri~h[ ~l)tl~11- nJ!:1)11 

SJ"l<tsh"" <)I ntl<11irllwr <him wilh th~ r.111,M,,_cr,;,d!~r 

hL (1 k~rs i.:{.l,'l·¥--Ti ,:;h3ir.i,,.01 Ii:! (":,r the ir 110 tht! lh·i rit:;·fC),:)1111 

,hikfren. i•l~~ ... ,[, r~l~r; [LI u,~~ ;tt'~ ro,111k sr,et!"U,'. 
Svwtin~·~ r,~p,,ii;fftmr l~r~ ru reit1..,'('r1, P•11inl Ing t1!"iS !ed 

f1 im 1-., •"l<fl"rh11><;;1t1 ptU(:ell\lN!~ 'Ui%,::llitlb,with ~l.l~ural~ -

.<La i11h,g, pnuri "~• 1.lrlf>l)lni;, ~•I lli 11g.tljS tidillt oolouf<!d 
;Jmllhkkl~ J<!>aJ1redc:.rt\•ase,olt~tl f~aTUl'ifllg~nll>ed(leJ 
,,bho.::c~,3~ tito pc~ditccsa1 brnJ1 prl!tl£re, u1ined ideas -
'l!\~tytlli{4! I, ~tLICtllh!d.] know what !"n,dol11g,' It@:13~-S 

- ~nd c:11.;,ncelrnt'!liefltior.s.At•'Ol'm~i,;µl~•a!the Aru club 
I11Lo11don,~p:,nnlng ;;o yl!ars of JJowllng'sCW'eer,blm~tl 
~r Ills raose and rM ~a.le oJ his ~hit!\•em~m . A ,nucl'I 
!;user salu ~,chtbltlot1 opens rhl• momb acM.unLcb's I J~us 
ru!fKllllS{ (ZJJuJ't&-1Ja.t:lUill)' :llOl.S~.~rultus work-;,,1Jlalaa 
fBu.nm::Ln'SOULotaNa.daa:Arr lnth~~oflllnct.l'owe'I 
SL LC Modem (12 Juh·· 22 Ocrobcrl- ~et recogamon has 
bctn sluw to corn~. Aluw,.gh a ptonc,;:,ringfiguR Bowl 
iai;: y,•~s th-rlicsl living t>le.cl<artist cobe collected by th~ 
Tate and the first bl.ad Royal \ca<lmilctan he w s not 
rep«-~wt•:d t>i·a U1( ~ll~ry unli I =~and h;s fa~ l[ll\jor 
sutv<'Y in Britilfn "-;i~ ~t 11>~Se:rnl"nline0;1ll~ryin, 

Bora in l'l._>,(,ial!.1rtira in Briti. G1~am1 R.,,,,li, 1,lc<1 
n(ltcn1J1<"!0 lnlinaimm<"(]i"J~ly ·11~d11'1k11t1w;in1tnlnb 

aJ;,rn11rnu~~rn• ittld ;lf\ h~,u~l" r v.;,~ rryi •'l!. l◊ wrice; h.e 
t~ll, m~.bdt>I'<' ·, lmlir1s 10 ,r,.en ~ri J,etJ1ageorNe11.· 

Arnstl'•d.i111, 1hr 1,.,.,,m where J;,, ,:J:f;!"' up, Bowlin&mri·,ed 
to 1;.m,.11111 , .r i,119:ila1 did rt1rlorul se.-.1celn~~~,~•I 

ti~ RAF,"~ he, ,wrKieilhCri1,::1llul'i,"ralemed d.raughL
srn.1n ah<lUl l<>hCJlitlt1i•sruLlie,,~11h e RO~..,,CQJl~ofAn. 
Crildilu"'· i1nr(1iJuc,?<l~ I iug ro llis an.-~11001I rlends a.nd 
1,~~ hi11rl)1 heNaI.101\al Galle,y,Whr!~ h.-2wa;.,uockb\',he 
1'11,glish la11il~~pe IMt(Hrioo. Qve.rrile loUoMag ~srs.. be 
'3ys, 'P:tln1it1i; •m" '<if}l>n me ands,;, I lust paintedJJII.Lbc 
riu ,~·; il l)eca,i,~ 'ni.,re enpglng and sa.il~g than 11i"rlt-

111i,;:.F<llliJIVlft8a otlnr :tl 1111,Chet3.?aSc!tool1H1U1.l.111%\1 
Bl)\\1i,1gwa.sa,:u,J,rt!don a.~oolarshlp ro ch<!RCA.wh~re 
Iii!, Wllr~hlpo,,,t1~l~Jud.e,;l David liocklle~. JULKrul,3lld 
J>arrlL"\:, 0001~[1LJ.\102Dess:t 'Yl!S,Gaultield. Waq Ell,?N!S.',j)Jrtr,of 
I telE tM~re l'~a Imm."sa~-sllowtlrri;,whll~also :td;nowl~
ing !tii dlsa.d\'3n~ at nae hliVtng:stutlled art at an earlier 
age; orh~ had 'rhe edge'. Drl'il?nio lmpt'0\'1!,h~gradu:ucd 

tn w&2. \\• anlns Lli~~u~-er11ll!d31m H~l:.oo)·'sijllld. 
EO\',l.lngsIII£my pred.1!<!ctlon,bI;;deslr~[Q oollsrork-s 

WllSw~JLnJarchedv,trh an cngllsh art-s.:-lloolrrad1tlon rbai 
revolwd arou □d r1'pr.·sem.,tlon: 'I wasburnl111Jwith subli:t't 
macc~r- ltl-o11: too~ m~rbat's oae oJth~ r~:isons ency II.CAI 
oo.' 1:Mly□ !!Urady~ w,x];j, 100k human 51.lffcrl~~as th~r 
S{SttJni;;pom wtth ~;<prt'SSioolsncu11,'lg(:5orbe~ aad 
c-hlldhu:ih forcdullv dicpktcd la his two 11/nlida, "W~ 

from 196U,'t,1 paimcd i □ ~rk. th ic~ palm, Tiiev call ro 
mind llcrubrnadt ,md em,a.1n.a1orinllu~nc~ on BrnvliJ\11 
e.tthl! tir□ ~Ufr<'moo~ Nrrpfrom1 fOI =mpl~. borro•~ 
Ga1;f• viol em figure ofSilw raJ, lmtili~ flilnchBacon who 
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~"'"" l>t~ ~L Buwliru!tdl cb:illcn11-edby lla.oo.n's frll'ad-
1h1J1- th~· debaletl i~~u~ of gpacc at'lci L)erspe,c:uvt', b~ 
fells'11'! - but tb~ r •lu11onshlp cktcrwr;,Ll!d 'wlM!nI ,KOi 
tJr,se and be tril!d I a LI.t!:.'.lt(fy-with hi. i,uweri-,] 1-k .,..,_, 
~ 1·..-varrlculat~ 11,1y, In his Sm1"vto le□ L ll□□ llo!K'"""'-"lv~· 

· (191>-1),bard--e1lg,est,s.mK'tioQ~;,IIides. vmh ~lcrn.cn1., 
[m11IF\lpandOp~rt, 3 SC\01 lsrk dis11ni1 )' lllSO cJe-arlo c,,, .,,,,. 
GfrW9f>.1-M1Fill,41.,.,111cltsba•~">1:l<1wlin~ In p,u:rsu[tor.i 
,,'<ller aestbt!tk in, 1,.,d 1:1)•tltt- or,,, mag m.'lltl to..,·;,r<l.~ 
Pl,pan.le\OaS. R1,1wli11g adrnil:5, ·,, cnt,J~ng Li.me', 

ld,'rrnr1_1q -ti&, Fl~. 3; ('.UIT,.nlll'on d.lspla1• fn T~ce 
Brlt3L□ 's Wulk TI, I ough llrll.lt;ll rl l!~ll<!rle9)le ii lh rilllng 
1MnlfL"St<7.tian<>Ichl!l<!.'{]Jertm•n 1.,1 moment. Acornhin3-
l>-lllohyi□ R ~w~•.th.. sntntlni.ir~1mes.ae'.emml &~l"'-"!v1 

111!11:U-aw,J,t• □ ..tu □ ch~spltalsl.~i at tl!ell.CA th,:11wg
(!J!5ll;anmtlsli11 tl'BnSi [IO □. Buv,li11gd.mg!csErttly:tH.lh! 
w~ngrunfH•.,~=s, hl5 fR£•" e..ron-esquc d i'!lm-tlon: 
beRisost,u,iJ'; ~t 1119bacmc□, h;, uudtne h.12y 111llll~dual 
~ c11o11.Lh~~nlsl: sc-cm~i-.~h~usp TI □oo ,11,d isola[ed, 
nmhi:-rh~n,.1Mme~. Lfthert1' aoa11:i;l~t~·il'..,,oret.han 
=cl~• styli~tlc. Tb thlrtl fiJl'lfe In th paJn in.!l is Pad.d~• 

K.lccb~n. wt1c)Jt1Bowli~ a,~ rril)d wl:ifu! lll rl),:-RCA \lor 
wtuicb h• v.;,,. lt'mponrrfli, .,,.-,~,l..d), ond th~ ,w,rt:C3JI ix, 

read~ "' ' axremf't lo unil., atf and llre,b)' \,ringln~ rac 
Opll91'1.-31'!:!Ultl!CtUIC Oil 1 [;. sri·llslJc nn<'l llgure5 to D<'a.I 
cr,1<:d111~<1fS with pai □c fh.lling th.is pccio!l, flu'/, llag al.w 
lULdco~lg::u~i:herltaU •.s.tbaienm~wlrh l~lngnnan 
l~oi'Clri 1in<,and~s~nr D<;,..,pl[esomc irnrinl ~llCCl!S6, hil; 
u.•ru.i1mey 11rds social 11r l11)lll.l.cal he-took th~ l<l 5ubj,xl ,-
I1S!oa!<li11.1rio11 l'~triroftM Coag,,1...e Le:i.d..-ir Luruurnbaa.& 

an~ ,1.1rflug palat p;:rllu (>'i llarnpcn:d !Ji• diclcal nm."p
tlon <Juring this p~rioo, rnd he lc,:-1 eJlrlll(i.eil? 'I ~e rtaln\y 
lild - lil(erns.□ 1· Co,rur,t,,.v.e:i.llhartists,; 

In 196i BowUna 11•\<th.J•firs. show "' rb~ Grnl)ov.•skf 
ual1.-.-,,,, .sn\! !Wt! Y"•'r~ latl!.f l1 1!.>;hJbir.,dwnh the Lon
do □ Group a1 th~Tnt.,, but be was li!R nul ot otb~r ~b""''' 
~rRr1cMtan =st nc,tably th~ "fl/ew (let1erarkln· NC>,( 

,:,:hil)iTIOOhdd al u,~w1111echapd(;al!~f}'.At 1M tirni,. 
1;11r.1t11r prociaf=ilBryon 1(0L,i-rr.,,,,t1 I h3r Enl!;la □ d is nQL 

"""d~•curaglfted~rt· otcoLow-, llowl111swaspushl!rl lflld 
n,111'<!Sl! □ting Bril~l11~t the l'iJlit World Fe;tlw.l or Ne'~ 
hrr, inScnc~1l,><.>1 1dlllrn1 he sn.,,·;« ·,iggresst.·e,mdp•t-
'<1n;1liyl.nsulti11 ·, H~ 1,.,lliofb~{lc,;,n., coescepc a ~rllllln 
[l(l;.ICOl.onlal pm;su ,e.coa~'Oldbi.-h~~ig<,oahoJeil, 'l I 111 
ft,!. ISl llie.t I'm n<1I llt:l.('.kartist, rm ,,n anlsl. The 1r.1a1-
rif>n I Lmblbc · 11d ,i,e culrut11l ru1111ll~atloasor~ Brltl~lL' 

Hls.m=r .t 1111e1lng.llo,;,·]i11i;,,,oved to N°t"WVatkit1 
•1J!i7,where hi> i,nerasi la Jlbst<i1~lio1, took root. H~ .,.,,nld 
•P•rulth~ □ C>:I fh'• Ll,.,-rudes 51Jurtli11gba(:kand f()rl IT 8Cfl'.l!IS 

IJ1e AUilll.UC m1d stil I has a Stlll l]O LI r,oer ~ M~•11•:Jl!'lnn 
Btld~c. H~w~,enroul'll;!!.crlto l~a,•e Load.on~• l . .1rry RlY-
e1~ - lllli..l[le ,..,as'srlm~· - ;a,Swell as~'11/h.O m,~tetnl5t 
pol!t!. t'!enk O'H~c3 and John ,;h •ry, 11.ndhe~,t,nl!:!,lO 
feelliw, buol'\'u by a group of y11u11i,:blac artist.., ,11sopur
!ul □g abslT~("[ Oil ni;:lllnst d ,:.,ge.llAmcrk,111])Cll1tkal 
backdrop, fw,wllng deve lal)C'u a mong crltl-.1L v~Lc~ n,; 

~ comdb.,1i1•~edJ.tOT11.tArl~,\fl,g<L:-rnf',and curated th~ 
;;em.In.al \~ r e.i.'lllbltlon, in wl] ld1 bJs 'ITOT~Wa.< shown 
nl □ ng!,ld,.-11>:,rol J:;,,..iAfrica n-funerlcan at,,;1rOtCtanl.st!l, 

ll.lwlins took Lssue.,,.;it,rh., i1J1tckArt• ,1,,m•e1nem, 
nd rcjert~,1 me notion ,:,r~ 'black.an· ·y~ I aid. abso 

lu,dy . lm1,u,.ev.bntl [boµ~,, \1/l!Sbdl\J\1nu1e,J nsbll!JI.I< 
an Wll~ ~i:<:und-ratc.'1-1<'ulso resisted th< U,J\dencv for 

APOLLO JUNI::. 20 ll 

FFIANK BOWLmG 

73 

London, 7 Bethnal Green Road, El 6LA. + 44 (0)20 7033 1938 
New York, 547 West 20th Street, NY 10011. + 1 646 590 0776 
www.halesgallery.com f W ~ @halesgallery 

www.halesgallery.com
https://black.an
https://em.In.al
https://crltl-.1L
https://AUilll.UC
https://Buv,li11gd.mg!csErttly:tH.lh
https://tl!ell.CA


1

H A L E s 

FRANK BOWLING 

hluck,1rlists t(1b1•"<!">;;int il "'ith primrl imm: Ruwltng 

.S•~rnnr:kmi:;[,;1ri.J:Seit'~I I 1Lhi rt:c::)(_p,e-rie11L"t;;L ini=,;rriL-:t
hly ti<!d 1om,>t~mir1• - 'Tlt~I111~11s~d..,1Jare;i.a rullnil bl. cit 

"rt rlu1rrnul<111••~ lfi h 111eti~.1in rli., 'liO• <lri> rtJ.rl11e~,a,tr"l 

or Tu 1~ M,1t1~m•. •sc,ul 0 1~ Narit:Jri", •hle:1""ill teatu,e 
rwa <>lBowlI''ll° wut k.s..A., tll~ ~hi hltloo•~<00-eu, am, 

711&Whitli!\' ce-1~me. Bowhng -~ ·~ocal aoouc the ~rltl
cal i11vls1bmcyol llla..:kMt!Jrul~tatesldc .md pulled oo 
pu11~11c,i ,e1p~dia ~ ch!! M1rro1i.•~araml!".i!rsby wftleh h.l~ 
:m ,md thll.Io1hi:!.pe~r• \\'l!.sbcln.gass.,sscd,' 

Bowlln 'smap paJBfJn'Y,mad.! LnNew ~·ork. marked 
a rmns1ti,onnJIDD!lli!□ H,· =~n.cross1hc motif 'quite, 
by accidtnt' while l1~in~ la LhcCni:l~a Hotd In the lllk 
'1$ ~in& a ·wlned ,m,'B* o□ th~ Door he [olluwe<IIJil" 
,i- •llo~ c.•<.1ti~·thf "i11J..,....l!Jurtw· th ,:(>louredrum( ~ ·~ 
1l"'ld)1T1arl~~>melr - iJ1sp1:,,,ition'A, lb~ 11,1ials.-lll~d ii 
l<1<tk"1llh~•~r.1rv1,t,of' m<1p0CSC11tlh\m,•rh:n rt"ll'ltr'l<I· 
I '11,,w[ln "'clr; ,.. ·llljj 1 ,.. 1na111,rG1,~,1h1 Ir.-,l,am1; ~ 
Sd><'.<ilchfhi. S:Ull'-""!l.l!!tl! 111.:f[lS, IIC,;,.Jr~td~~t,l!i lll:J. lo,,l11s 

3t'I~pi.dl:J.Salfle, ~u~ if <,)OOla!rn 11.·i1hhQW ,,_1,1 ..J Id.all· 
Ul'.}'C;l □ be~flar,..-.dbyilll,p la.0i: l»'4 1 Lin wot~. OCba!<Nt,u,J 

J~urn,·1•(1'16 ~) and ~l'f1t•ttr.fod~nnc:'{ 1g;,1; Fl8-S). Ult! 

~bo!itly owJlnes o1·SOL!r.llAmerka a 1id Atrlca ~re hdd I.ii 
ll:'nSMm..bcm-.r~ Um1n.allyoopalnl-alli'aked.~':ln· :s.TI1.E! 

rnnppaJatlngsal:sorc'l'l!BIa.n ITISl lDa !11.a~oru □ cert:1.lray, 

Bo1•lilQgW1ISbcslllllll3.'id blad;artlstabamptillll.lag!lrnod
C'mist fumi.aLisrn,feari11g11wastho prc,s!.'r."i!ol ri cradltlon 
that •~ludccl him. .HeWllSc□ COillllg~d bi the critic Clem
mt Cucnbt<11i:,lxi•iC'l'M : 'Ckm e:ald·1n Am£'rica,ther;i ~ 

~ ~~'I.'! Li LL.UD,.'1.'la • ec.,,, DC,. 

m2)'I cni:.n.,m;. D;. :!.,7a:m 

"", "-W-'atea fufn11yliod~· -ln dL.fl.& □ ce arm. rnlllsmthw: 
..,_,,.raln11alll. I root him ~r ilb wotd. I l01md Ill\' Y,orl ,,...., 
rrueda; my l1e-Jdwas ll'eed. lnde..d, Iililnk I{11-,:rnldbe lnJC 
m ,a cl!31hi! =hed over IDj' omdo11smo,1ng duollgb 
from lt,gll.1'1!.1.lon ~cLhtWbltno¥m abmxrilon.' Hms!Mw.•a 
Lll1971lnaigrm:mdbrealdng5Clll,~. ~ Jng'sllll!pwom; 
cili ce □ cr.t! stage l.rJ'Mapps Mundl' orHo:usdcr l(umL 

CiUl'llnn has reappea:redrogul.aily Lbrowaut i:knl'I 
lng's~areer, not least In 1Lisl15.lof~d. o.nd~~a>·cllo111 
paint- th., colaursofthe ,u,,an= fl~ Woct5asdh"Cm 
as Govl.V;Jrl o:nd\\1'11,fr,1/ro.Wof !hm1ey ,\rt'Jl'flm11 \both 
J'R!8~.aad bis c.mrJirl.ll'Sscri~ U,1JI I, ln wltlcil the ~£1louo; 
looselyd11r11ndm~t"KC,aa ma!'><!u~ oftlletric,;Jl<04u. .,,,,.,. 
I□:I!: ls l10st.1leto rudmi;.s orhis p. lctr~ ~ ~irotlc - ·1hiiri 11 
lot of probkrns with that, [ J)rob<lbly~till l\,l'/~'- m ,1\Jlo· 
bl<!flm1hJcal, ti111, h~•dml ' I<Ian~tlllnk wlwH·ou t'<'~ 

<JTrec[ in lh" wurnl \l'hm Y,:1\1<:ivenyn11r ~~*'•f,;ir th,: li(llt 
ri n ~•..-rleaw:s~~II1-~1F!k(,.ri,:alnf<"mt,ry1•.h;1Tdl\·es ,r 

~m........ 1Mprlc lrti ,~,'111c ns:tJn-ii19~cree;t 1ri;,::1 · «)rhi~1r1url1er\ 

, 1,,,p. Ra.,.·li~s••Vari~I~ Sr11t¢.~nd ti,., l:L~•.,,•tll.:1,1,l ·,r,i:o 
Itu~n Ult! li;IR<l!1J,at t:!...'oke Cill~'i!lll's Jllili'?\ll11..ilts:- ut,:.lai"I$ 

th~ blllllllt?flf\g /1'Jtr1 Jlar.,.11986\- ~u:;g.,.t 11,:uDc,w]· 

1ng·scarwa;..,sarel<!fl(l,litDl"i ~t p.2t'St1,~~• mem.m , ~,111 
tlp,!t l~n.ce,and, ire,s.al kt:~ 

Bo'.1/llng'~snb;enrnatti!rstneetLellflO>h:l.~tJe.211,· l!o! 

.dftnrni, 'Jlal □ c a.oocolour,palru.fillllm!.oo,. TII£!COl"l!.U.,~11£ 

a! furm.'!.ll~mlaJcl:ali~'alklw.edb.Jm3 freedomm ltlcise 
lrom tbe l □!!Mlt!' 1oorro"'·ln,gtiurnGre.,nbcrg·9bt!llel la 1111? 
aeft..ct1t.lcaln:nuTI!olrnodem&paJ □ 11nID. W!UleBo\1/Ia~·~ 
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rMll' ~'l;is&Illc1worl<.ipar moor~ 1D Rothle1 .>fld J\,[('Wlllill1, 

Intl>el r tltl.:<silllv.ell a;;thcir u1111ospi:tC'[)I;~>lour tidds ~r,J 
fn-1pJc11trltfaoC11l>e 7.lp mol 11, hi;, morecm,ni.lent f~•lmm 
~,,red paint! •s I rile subj0<·T ol n displ::i1 st Tm~ B<ltaln 
1111.(ll.2)rnnrk n 11,rn awa •fn,m pnln '& ~r..essls'C qu.,litM!• 
lf13.6). A scll-\111111Ultlnalf1l3[lO!m ~LMll«J rum to poor 
~~i11rdlrectl)' onmanan~~,:anws, Lh p:llru spillm;,i!!lld 
",iMrlJl,!l :at tl>eoott:am, n mdtlod Jnda11btt!dIll th~ '[IO~t
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dill~ · from th>~ 1'180,;anJ ol el3bor.iu,•)OS,.,re chll 11'.'51•11 
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Tb~pc rltiatiey·,I tmmoo1, iscin• I redlcm in a riew 
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I 1111l ed.l1oT of ,tpollo . 
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