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. You were born in India, in New Delhi. What 
was your childhood like there? 

SUNIL GUPTA.  
 
 

and we also had a great deal of freedom from being overseen by our parents. 
 

 

E.G. In your youth, you emigrate to Montréal in Canada with your 
family. What was that contrast like, between these two very different cultures 
for you? 

S.G.  
 
 
 

    
 

   
    

 
 
 
 

I took photos for that. I also took photos of all the people around me. This 
“Friends and Lovers: Coming out 

in Montréal”  

E.G. But the idea of being a full-time photographer only really 
began to crystallize in your mind when you moved to New York. Why was that? 

S.G.  
 
 
 
 
 

  
“New Documents”  

 
   

 

E.G. In 1976, you shot a series of portraits in Manhattan called 
“Christopher Street.” They focused on portraying the gay liberation movement that 
centered around that street. What was it like at that time to portray the social 
scene of gay culture so out in the open, in broad daylight? 

S.G.  
 

  
  

   
 

   
 
 

start photographing them. 

to London and a return 
trip to his hometown of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

migration, health, and of 
 

has helped raise aware  
ness about gay rights. It 

 
    

 
 

 Black Experience  
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Friends and Lovers: Coming out in Montréal in the early 70s, the morning after the gay sauna Aquarius  London   

The body is so central to our culture, 
especially to gay male culture, 

it was hard to imagine it as 
diseased and powerless. 

For me, photography was a way back to recover a sense of  my 
own body image. 
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Christopher Street   
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E.G. In your portraits, the boys pose in a powerful and proud 
way. Many with smiles on their lips. Were the lives of gay people really like this 
or did they live in a heteropatriarchal society that continued to keep gays out? 

S.G.  
  

 
“Coming out” was very important, one had to not 

 

E.G. Eventually, you moved to London, where you live now. Has 
your life always been a one-way ticket? Is it exciting to live from one place to 
another for an artist like you? 

S.G.  
 

  
  

E.G. I have read that in London you suffer a sentimental breakup 
that is reflected a lot in your later photographic projects. Is that so? Is sadness 
a creative valve? 

S.G.  
 

   
 
 

  
 

as long as there was feeling. 

E.G. You returned to India with a project that is very interesting to 
me called “Exiles” where you photographed queer Indian people. And you did 
it at a time when homosexuality was still prohibited in the country. What was it 
like working on that project at that time in India’s history? 

S.G.  
of gay men in India. But when I got there I realized that nobody was out, and 

 
 
 

 

E.G. Did you face any problems or punishment for shooting those 
pictures? 

S.G.  
 

   
 
 

  
 

E.G. Was it a way to go back to your hometown to slap society 
in the face and take a little revenge? 

S.G.   
 
 
 
 

 

E.G. Did you ever go back to India to show your work? 
S.G.  

 
  

 
  

p.  

 “Sun City”  
 

 

E.G. Fundamentally what do you want to express with your work? 
S.G.  

 
  

  
    

E.G. As a result of your own suffering from HIV, your work has also 
focused on the body, on the body as a political element – biopower or biopolitics. 
Your images tell the story of how medicine governs our lives when we are sick. 

S.G.  
 

   
  

 
 
 

sense of  my own body image. 

E.G. What are you currently working on? 
S.G.  

“From HIV to COVID” that I am making in partnership 
 
 
 
 

 

From Here to Eternity, Chicago, 1999 
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